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Announcement of the co-establishment of venture capital firm D4V
(Design for Ventures)

TOKYO, JAPAN, October 3, 2016 --- IDEO, LP, global design and innovation consulting firm based in Palo Alto,
US -- Japan office located in Aoyama, Tokyo -- (Tim Brown, CEO) and Genuine Startups Ltd., venture capital
company based in Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan (Kengo Ito and Makoto Takano, Co-representative Director) along
with its shareholders, have formed an agreement to establish D4V (Design for Ventures), a venture capital
firm that will initially invest in early stage Japanese startups that are looking to make an impact in both
domestic and international markets.

In addition to providing capital, mentorship and networks, D4V is unique in its proposition to provide
human-centered thinking and a multi-disciplinary design-led approach to helping startups achieve their
mission and business objectives. The new firm combines IDEO’s expertise in design thinking and venture
design with the experience, knowledge and networks of seasoned financial professionals at Genuine Startups
including Makoto Takano, former head of PIMCO Japan; Mamoru Taniya, Japan’s leading angel investor; and
Kengo Ito, former Chief Accelerator of MOVIDA JAPAN.

Genuine Startups decided to partner with IDEO aiming for a greater leap to become a venture capital with a
global perspective to be able to provide a wider variety of support for startups, based on its experience of
investments for startups. Makoto Takano, Founding Partner/CEO at D4V says: “Nurturing venture companies
will become one of the main pillars of the growth strategy of Japanese economy, where the growth rate is
expected to further slow down because of aging society accompanied by falling child birth rates. To meet the
needs of the times, D4V aims to be a full-scale venture capital company which will be able to support portfolio
companies globally as well as to receive investments from abroad as a mid- to long-term goal. I firmly believe
that the IDEO’s global network, advanced expertise and innovativeness, and ties to venture business in Silicon
Valley will lead D4V to success.”

Tom Kelley, Founding Partner and Chairman at D4V and a partner at IDEO adds: “IDEO Tokyo’s mission is to
be a creative catalyst for Japan. We believe helping energize the startup ecosystem will be a new and highly
leveraged way for IDEO to help influence change for Japanese companies and to ultimately contribute to
Japan's economy. We are delighted to be partnering with the team at Genuine Startups, because they have
deep expertise in venture investment that perfectly complements our experience in human-centered
innovation. We each bring our different skillsets and mindsets to D4V, yet we share a common vision for
enabling Japanese entrepreneurial success."

In order to further an environment for fundraising in Asia and the US, and support the portfolio companies as
they expand their business overseas, Nobuyuki Idei, former CEO of Sony and Masi Oka, Hollywood

actor/producer have agreed to be D4V’s executive advisors.

For more information, please contact Okayama at: info@d4v.jp or 03-5797-7504
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Overview

Managing Company D4V, LLC, a Japanese Godo Kaisha.

Location Atomix Bldg. 4F, 1-9-16 Higashiazabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Founders Tom Kelley, Founding Partner/Chairman

Makoto Takano, Founding Partner/CEO

Kengo Ito, Founding Partner/COO

Mamoru Taniya, Founding Partner

Kenichi Nonomura, Founding Partner

Investors Genuine Startups, IDEO Tokyo

Business Description | Investing in/developing Japanese startups

About IDEO

IDEO is an award winning global design and innovation company. It creates positive impact through design
by taking a human-centered approach to helping organizations in the public and private sectors innovate,
grow, and bring to market new products, services, experiences and ventures. IDEO has offices in Tokyo, New
York, Boston, San Francisco, Palo Alto, Chicago, London, Munich and Shanghai.

About Genuine Startups

Founded in 2013, Genuine Startups, a Japanese venture capital firm focusing on seed/early stage startups.
Since its foundation, it has invested in more than 50 startup companies, including Connehito (acquired by
KDDI), Rocket Venture (acquired by Enigmo) and Basket (acquired by Stripe International). Its current
portfolio companies are Planet Table, nana music, COCON, Street Academy etc.

D4V (Design for Ventures)* http://d4v.jp
IDEO https://www.ideo.com/
Genuine Startups http://genuine-startups.com/
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